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POLITICAL SENTIMENTS 


OF 


JOHN BUNYAN. 


Ir is generally admitted, Mr. Bunyan was a 
dured as seeing him that is invisible. I there. 


| It has been said, © More political wisdom may 

ee be learned from the $ingl: book of Proverbs, han 
from a thousand Machiavels :” that is, | than from 
wide, therefore, may be collected from the 
whole bible? 


: But i is the turn of the times to ay, Ministers 
have nothing to do with politics: „ 


— is 


41 


ä intended by politics, is of such 
a nature, that it would ill become ministers of Christ, 
in many societies, to pass for politicians. It be- 
comes them, however, to be so well acquainted 
with the nature of civil government, that, on the 
oundest principles, they may put their hearers in 
mind to be subject to principalities and powers; 
to obey magistrates, and to be ready to every good 
work, and be able to prove, that christians must 
Pe W of wrath, but 


has s0 expressed it, in one of his publications, 

that what he said well deserves our notice. The 
pamphlet to which 1 allude, is called, AnTi- 
CHRIST AND His Ruin. The Premonition to the 
reader, contains that kind of counsel and caution 


| GE WE 


' COUNSEL. 
« Let ws nd e en in the way (of re- 


&« formation ; that is the way to hasten the down- 


« fall of Antichrist. Ministers need reforming ; 


particular congregations need reforming; there 
& are but few church members but need reforming. 
. 


68-3 
& This twenty years ws have been degenerating, 


« both as to principles, and as to practice; and have 
4 grown, at last, into an amazing likeness to the 
66 world, both as to religion and civil JeEMEeanour : 
« yea, I may say, so remiss have churches been 
in instructing those that they have received into 
« fellowship with them, and so careless have the 
4 received been, of considering the grounds of 
« their coming into churches, that most members, 
in some places, seem now to be at a los: 
« yea, and those churches stand with their fingers 
in their mouths, and are as if they would not, 
4 — 9— 


„ CAUTION. 
« Firs, Take heed of over looking, or of shutting 


| « your eyes upon your own guilt. He that co- 


vereth his sins, shall not prosper. It is incident 
* to some men, when they find repentance far 
from them, to shut their eyes upon their own 
« guilt, and to please themselves with suck notions 
of deliverance from present troubles, as will stand 
r their 
ORE but I advize you to take 
+ heed of this.” 


AZ 8 Secondly, 


nd Hezekiah, did both sometimes, bring trouble: 


(.% | 
« Secondly, Take heed in laying the cause of 
& your troubles in the badness of the temper of 
« governors. I speak not now with reflection 
« upon any, excepting those concerned in this 
& caution. God is the chief, and has the hearts 
& of all, even of the worst of men, in his hand. 
« Good tempered men have sometimes brought 
<& trouble, and bad tempered men have sometimes 
e brought enlargement to the churches of Cod. 
« Saul brought enlargement; David brought trou- 
& ble. Ahab brought enlargement; jehosaphat 


„ $way nothing with God in this matter; they are 
* the sins, or repentance of his people, that make 
_ « the church either happy or miserable — 

6 earth.” 


« Take heed, I say, therefore, of laying of the 
& trouble of the church of God at the doors of 
& governors ; especially at the doors of KIxcs, 
* who seldom trouble the churches of their own 
& inclinations. I say seldom; for some have done 

& $0, as Pharaoh: but I say, Lay not the cause of 

& your trouble there; for oftentimes they see with 

“ other mens eyes, hear with other mens ears, and 

„ the judgments of others: thus did 

| « Saul, 


1 
1c Saul, when he killed the priests of the Lord; 
tc and thus did Darius, when he cast Daniel into 
ec the lion's den: but rather labour to see the true 
& cause of trouble, which is sin; and to attain to 
& a fitness to be delivered out thence, and that is 
6 by repentance and amendment of life. If any ob- 
« ject, That God oſt- times delivers his of mere grace: 
&« J answer, That's no thanks to them; besides, we 
must mind our duty. Further; When God comes 
« to save his people, he can cut off such objectors, 
« if they be impenitent, as the sinuers of his people; 
& and can save his church, without letting them be 
4 $harers in that salvation. So he served many in 
the wilderness; and it is to be feared, so he will 
6 c 


1 >remonition thus concludes: « Lia 
« no more, but that to testify my loyalty to my 


King, my love to my brethren, and my service 


for my country, has been the cause of this my 
present scribble. —May no minister of Christ, 
scribble from meaner 'motives! 


W 
« of Christ; an adversary really; a friend pre- 
« tendedly; that Antichrist is one that is against 
Christ, one that is for Christ, and one that is 

* <4 8 


(8) 
. & contrary to him; that Antichrist is against Christ 


« in deed, for him in word, and contrary to him 
« in practice; that he may be considered more 


E particularly, or more generally; that in the first 
tc view, there are Many Antichrists; and in the 


'& second, the many make but ons.” He says, 
2j — 


& to his more internal and external parts, or in 
cc respect of the spirit, soul or life, and the body 


&« and flesh of Antichrist; that such weapons as are 
E best for the destroying of his soul, shall be used 
„ for the destroying of it, and that such weapons 


& as are best for the destroying of his body, shall 


a be made use of for the destroying of it ; that the 


soul of Antichrist must be consumed by the spirit 


4 of Christ's mouth, and be destroyed by the 

« brightness of his coming; and that the body of 

Antichrist (under the more gross consideration of 
4 that term,) will be destroyed by Kings.“ His 
own words are, Kincs, I say, must be the men 


« that must down with Antichrist, and THEY shall 
© down with her in God's time.” 


| Tan a — a every thing 
Mr. Bunyan has said of Antichrist; but what he 


zays of Kincs, merits, in ds ee tag serious 
attention.—HzAn mM. 


« Let 


* 
1 


1 
Let the King have verily a place in your 
« hearts, and with heart and mouth, give God thanks 
« for him. He is a better saviour of us than we 
« are aware of, and may have delivered us from 


« more deaths than we can tell how to think. We 


« are bidden to give thanks to God for all men, 
& and in the first place, for Kincs, and for all that 
War 


& THOUGHT; but consider, if they go not on in 
| & the work of reformation so fast as thou wouldest 
s they should, the fault may be TnIN E: 
« thou also hast thy cold and chill frames of heart, 
« and auen al when thou shouldext be up and 
« doing” | 


l nl 


« who has the hearts of Kings in his hand; and do 
« it without wrath and doubting: without wrath, 
E because thyself is not perfect; and without doubt- 


ing, because God governeth them, and has pro- 


— TOET EIP IOOs 


« Pray for the long life of the King," 


gew my brethren that I also am one of them; and 


( 0 ) 

e Pray that God would always give wisdom and 
“ judgment to the King.” 
- Pray that God would discover all plots and con- 
6 gpiracies against his person and government.” 


4 Pray also, that God would make him able 
« to drive away all evil, and evil men from his pre- 
4 gence; and that he may be a greater countenancer | 
„than ever of them that are holy and good, and 
* 20.6 e that has cot 
= of Andckaia, * will, in bs can das, ” 
and in his own way, bring her down by the 
„ means which he has appointed.” 


« J do conſess myself one of the old fashioned 
« proſessors, that covet to fear God, and honor the 
King. I also am for blessing of them that curse 
« me, for doing good to them that hate me, and 
« for praying for them that despitefully use me, 
and persecute me; and have had more peace in the 
_ & practice of THESE THINGS than all the world are 


« aware of. 1 only drop this, because I would 


4 to set them right that have wrong thoughts of 
me, as to so WEIGHTY MATTERS AS THESE." 


Such 


confusion, and every evil work: which of these 


1 
Such were the political sentiments of Mr. Bunyan; 
to I will now venture to add a few re- 


Though Mr. Bunyan was not a man of science, 
he was a man of sagacity : and how superior wisdom 
is to science, has often been well, and elegantly ex- 
plained. There are, however, two sorts of wisdom. 
One from above, which is pure, peaceable, gentle, 
and easy to be entreated; another that is earthly, 
sensual, devilish ; replete with envy and striſe, with 


opposite kinds of wisdom Mr. —— 
6— 


Lon E e he ns dine ts ths. 
reign of Charles the First, and died in the reign of 
James the Second; that his birth was obscure, his 
education of no account, and his condition in life, 
for many years, poor and oppresscd. He was a 
common soldier in the parhament's army; where, 
we may be sure, no good lesson of loyalty was 

ever taught; nor was he, at that time, disposed to 
| listen to arguments in favour of legitimate authority. 
But after his conversion, he became another man; 
and then, though his faith and virtue were severely 
wel, (by many invul, and by more than tweke 


( 12 ) 
years imprisonment,) his loyalty was not only un- 
impeached, but firm. We may be as loyal as the 
celebrated author of the Pilgrim's Progress; but 
should we have been so in his situation? Why not? 
That grace that was sufficient for him, is sufficient 


for us. But if Mr. Bunyan behaved so well in the 
days of James the Second, What would have been 
c 


the Third? 


When he cad, That both minixers and church- = 
members need reforming, he spake of Protestants, 
amd of those of his own denomination. He there- 


4 ready Wewer the tradesmen of one church are to 
« expose the false wares, that is, the errors, and 


« abuses of another, they never admit that there are 


« any in their own: and he who admitted this, 
4 in some particular instance, would be driven out 
4 of the ecclesiastical company, as a , 


6 * andone who goed the trade.” 


Scriptures, he must have been of a different opinion. 
But I own, his lordship had before him, too many 
Samples of a sordid temper, Mr. Bunyan, how- 


Had this St. John been well acquainted with the = 


152 


r 


13) 
ever, among dissenters, was of another spirit: and 
I, who was formerly a member of that part of his 
church that assembled at Gam'gay, have thought it 
my duty to follow his example. For so doing, I 


have suffered somewhat, and am — 


more. 


i 
are many Antichrists: and John the Evangelist, 


when he wrote his first Epistle, said, Even xow 
4 there are Many Antichrists. But were they, all 


of them, THz in the Church of Rome? or, Are 
there, in our days, no Antichrists but those that 


hold communion with that polluted church ?— 
Let us not be deceived, there are Antichrists 
among Protestants, as well as among those who 
adhere to the Roman communion : and there are 


among the latter, I hope, those who confide entirely 


in 3 but, I fear, there are but few. 


„ Oe at. e 


into the purest churches, not sparing the flock; and 
to draw away disciples after them. Even Judas 
himself, was one of the twelve. Can we therefore 
suppose, that the purest churches in our days, 
| (whether they are national, or congregational,) are 


LW 1 
without imposters? Now, as well as formerly, 
In a great house, there are not only vessels of 
gold, and of aver; but also of wood, and of earth; 
and some to honor, and some to dishonor. If a 
man therefore purge himself from these, he chall be 
a vessel unto honor, sanctified and meet for the 
master's use, and prepared to every good work. 


A. this paper will probably be read more by 
dissenters than Churchmen, I wish the former to 
consider, that intelligent Churchmen know, that no 


measures can be adopted in this country, to prevent a 


success ion of dissenters from the Church of England. 
It follows, they must undoubtedly wish, rather to 
have a succession of such peaceful dissenters as 


Jon Fox, and Jonx Bunran, than of those un- 


r 


enters convinced, that there must be in this country, 
a success ion of Churchmen ? Or, Are any of us dis- 
posed to listen to an unhappy fugitive, who talked 
„„ 

constitution? 


(ea,, na 


( 15 ) 

fall of Antichrist, in my opinion, they should 
tremble. For when all that is Antichristian falls, 
How vill they stand? Christ cometh. But, Who 
may abide the Day of his coming ?—Wherefore, we 
receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us 
have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably, 
with reverence and godly fear. For our God is a 


FINTS. 


APPENDIX. 


Tag en Antichrist, in the looser sense of that 
term, be applied to every antichristian power: but 
in the full sense of that offensive word, it has been long 
since applied, not ** to the person of the Pope, but in 
al to the Church of Rome, or rather, to the 
n by which it is governed.” | 
The fall of Antichrist, is not @ single event, to 


happen all at once; but a State of things, to continue 
ually 


* 
through a tract of time, and to be grad 
« accomplished.” But Antichrist can never fall any 


| Where, 80 long as his **/yrannical, intolerant, and 


_ 4. :dolatrous power exists. 


If the final ruin of Antichrist must be by Kings, 


Alntichristian Kings will not perform that service: 
for, How can Satan cast out 


power from them, and was FINALLY to be DE- 
„ STROYED BY THEM.” Rev. xvii. 7—12—17. 


But, before Jerusalem was destroyed, a MARK was 
det on thee that righed for all her obominations: 


such men were therefore THEN in Jerusalem; and pre- 
vious to the final destruction of Babylon, or Antichrist, 


it will be loudly paid, CoME our oF HER MY PEOPLE: 
which that some of the Lok p's, people will 


THEN be 


Let us take heed of judging one another. There can 


be no saints, or martyrs among Protestants, because, 


have thousands ged the worst of dispositions. 
From such evil, may the Lord deliver us! Amen. 


The quotations in this page; 
cerning the Church of Parat Rows: and those in p. 7 and 8, coman 
the of Mr. Buoyan's zentiments on the zame aubjef, | 


an? St. John says, 
_ « that Antichrist should RIDE the ten Kings; which 

« implies, that he should co-exrst with them: and it 
* further appears, that he was to receive his whole 


the Catholies, they are HERETICS. There can be no 

Chriatians tans among Roman Catholics, because, say the Pro- 

_ testants, they are under the dominion of ANT1CHRIST. 

Thus, by 8 of two frightful terms, 
u 
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